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CAN affure the Reader, that when 
the following Sermon was compoſed, 
it never entered, ſo much as Once, in 


if it had, perhaps it might have ap- 
3 in a more agreeable Dreſs, and been more 
acceptable to the World: However fince it happened 
to be Preach'd the very next Day after the 
Mr. Ward delivered the Diſcourſe which he has 
fince Printed; and ſeveral of my Friends have given 
| me to underſtand that they ſhould be very well pleas d 
i ſee it Publiſhed. I have conſented to let it go out 


of my Hands though, as far as 1 to my Diſ- 


advantage. 


N 3 With regard to the Appendix which atteads it, I 
ba ve only to ſay, . hat I have talen no more Liberty 
| | with Mr. Ward than I am content he ſhould take 
| | 5 wirh me on any occafion of this kind. If I have 

aid any thing that breaks in upon the Rules of De- 
A 2 cency 


| 


PREFACE | 


| 
cency and good Manners, (which I am not at pre | 
conſcious of) T ſhall be heartily ſorry for it and eg 
Pardon. And when it ſhall be made appear the 
my Remarks are not juſt ; if I am ſatisfy'd of it, 1 
ſpall, without Scruple, own the Conviftion ; if no, 
my Reaſons will quickly be offered why I cannot re 
cede from my preſent Sentiments. Ta the mean time 


, 


| 


| 
theſe little Differences in Opinion, I hope, will not | P 
occafion Anger on either Side. For my own part, as ; 


I would be concern d for Truth, fo I ſhall ever be 
defirous of maintaining Peace and Charity. 
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SERMON 


PORTSMOUTH, 


ON THE 
27th of JULY, 1718. 
REEENEESERETELEEEETESESEEE ES SSSS 
JOHN iv. 24. 


God is a Spirit, and they that worſhip him 
muſt wal him in S pirit and in Truth. 


F ve lock to the begin- 
ning of this Chapter, we 
ſhall find an account of 
our Saviour's leaving Ju- 
dea, and departing into 
Galilee; as alſo of his 
coming to 7accb's Nell, 
(where he tate down to 


refreſh hamſelf in his Journey) and entting in- 
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to a Diſcourſe with a Woman of Samaria, who 
came thither to draw Water. What the Sub- 
ject of that Conferene was, we may eaſily in- 
form our ſelves by reading tac Hiſtory of it; 
and I will not ſtay now to mention the Parti- 
culars, One thing however I would take no- 
tice of, as neceflary to underſtand on what oc- 
caſion the Words of the Text were ſpoken ; 
and that is, the Woman's deſiring to be in- 
form'd in the Controverſy between the Jeus 
and Samaritans about the Place of Public Ce- 
remonial Worſhip. Sir (ſays ſhe) I perceive 
that thou art a Prophet. Our Fathers worſhipped 
in this Mountain, (viz. Mount Gerizim) and 
ye ſay, that in Jeruſalem is the place where Men 
ought to worſhip ®. To this our Savionr Re- 
plics. Woman believe me, the hour cometh, when 
ye ſhall neither in this Mountain, nor yet at Jeru- 
ſalen worjhip the Father, &c. But the hour co- 
meth, and now is, when the true worſhippers ſhall 
wor ſoip the Father in Spirit aud Truth, for the Fa- 
ther ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him; and then it fol- 
lows, God is a Spirit, and they that worſhip him, 
muſt worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth. In 
which Words we are told, 


I. What God is. 


4 Ver. 22, 


II. That 


V 


IT. That he ought to be worſhipped. And 


III. How he muſt be worſhipped, viz. in 
Spirit and in Trath, © 


We will ſpeak a little ro each of theſe 
Heads, and then conclude with ſuch Iuferen- 
ces, as may be fairly deduced from the whole. 

f 

I. We are here inform'd by our bleſſed Sa- 
viour what God is, viz. a Spirit. When I fay 
we are inform'd what God is, 1 would not be 
underſtood to mean, that theſe Words are a 
complete Deſcription of the Divine Majeſty ; 
becauſe (as one of our old Divincs * very well 
obſerves) Angels, and the Souls of Mcn are 
Spirits likewiſc, and if we barely ſay of him 
that he is ſo, this is no more than may be af- 
firm'd of them ; but here we have an Account 
of one of the Eſſential Perfections of the Deity, 
wiz. his Spirituality or Immateriality, And 
that this belongs to him, is evident from Scrip- 
ture and Reaſon too. He is call'd the znvifible 
Cod, Col. 1. 15. 2 Tim. 3. 17. It is ſaid of 
him, that we have neither heard his voice at any 
time, nor ſeen his ſhape, John 5. 37. but no 
Words can be more expreſs than thoſe of the 


— 
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Text, and therefore I ſee no occaſion of men. 
tioning any other. And as this is the lan- 
gauge of Scripture, ſo it is plain to the Reaſon 
of Mankind ; and indeed, the Notion may be 
found amongſt the Heathens themſelves, who 
(as a celebrated Commentator * takes notice) 
ſtiled God d, a Mind, held him to be Iacor- 
poreal, and determined that he was an intel- 
ligent Spirit without Form. And how can any 
conce:ve otherwiſe of him? This is certain, 
that Mitter or Bedy is no thinking Subſtance, 
and that Cogitatioit neither docs, nor can be- 
long to auy thing that is Cor poreal. Atheiſti- 
cal Men I know have pretended to Cavil a- 
gainſt this Truth: But it has been, by many 
of our Writers t, made appear to a Demon- 
ſtration; and did I think it m gut be profita- 
bly brought into this Diſcourſe; T might men- 
tion the Proots woich have been offered to 
make good this Argument ; but ſuch meta- 
phyſical Reaſonings, being too nice and curi- 
ous for popular Sermons; T ſhall at preſent 
wave them, and take the Point for granted. 
Now, if Matter is not capable of Thought, ſee- 
ing we are ſure that God is an intelligent 
thinking Being, whoſe Knowledge is infinite, 
and who manages all the Affairs of the World 
with uncrring Skill, and makes all Occur- 


3 _ - --- - - —— —  _ 
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* See Dr, Whitby en th Text. Vid. Dr. Ben: lev's $2co0u42 
Sermon at Boyles Lecture. Appendix e Me. Ditton's Pi courſe of 
tbe Reſurretion, Mr, Cree of the tmateriali'y of the Son, &c. 
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rences ſubſerve the wiſe Ends of his Govern- 
ment, and finally Iſſue in the promoting of his 
Glory, we muſt conclude, that he is a Spi- 
rit. Beſides, whatever is Corporeal is limited 
and circumſcrib d, as alſo mutable and peri bing; 
but the bleſſed God is Infinite, and from E- 
verlaſting to Everlaſting the ſame. I might, if 
occaſion were enter a great deal fartier into 
this Argument, but this is not the principal 
thing which I have in view in inſiſting on this 
Text, and therefore I proceed: 


II. To ſhew, that this God ought to be 
worſhipped. And this is ſo plain, that I am 
confident, I ſhall be excuſed if I diſpatch it 
in © few Words. It is a Dictate of natural 
Light, thar the Deity ought to have the Ho- 
mage, Adoration, and Services of all the ra- 
tional World. The Heathens themſelves gene- 
rally agree in this Sentiment; and though 
they have very much erred in their Notions, 
and call'd thoſe Gods, who were no otherwiſe 
ſo, than as they gave them that Title and 
Cnaracter, yet after they had, in their own fan- 
cics, ſtamped Divinity upon them, it was im- 
mediately concluded, that they ought to be 
reverenced and worſhipped; and indeed the 
Concluſion is juſt and natural, for whenever 
we form an Idea of God, we always conceive 
him to be the Object of worſhip. And if the 


B FOUL 
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poor miſtaken Heathens have all along paid 


their Devotion to their falſe Gods, ſure we 
have infinite Reaſon to do fo to the true one. 
The God whom we own is poſleſs'd of all 
Perfections, and, on that account, worthy to 
be reverencd by us. His infinite Power, 
unſpotted Purity, inflexible Juſtice, diffuſive 
Goodneſs, and the reſt of his Divine Attri- 
butes demand this Acknowledgement from us. 
As he is our Creator to whom we are indebt- 
cd for our Breath and Being, and on whom 
we have our entire Dependance, he muſt be 
allowed to have an inconteſted Right to us and 
our Obedience, and © may challenge all that 
« our Mind can yield of Reverence, all that 
« gur Heart can hold of Affection, all that 
« our Tongue can utter of Praiſe, and all that 
« Service we can poſſibly pay him. And if 
we refuſe this, we are guilty of the greateſt 
Injuſtice, and defraud him of that Revenue 
of Glory, which we our ſelves muſt acknou- 
ledge to be his undoubted due. To which I 
add; we are obliged by the great Law of 
Gratitude, as well as that of Juſtice to wor- 
ſhip God, he being our beſt and never-failing 
Friend to whom we are oblig'd for all the 
Comforts and Bleſſings of Life, and for the 
Hopes we have of thoſe- more ſatisfying En- 
joyments which are reſerved in Heaven for us. 
But I ſhall ſay no more on this Head at pre- 

ſent 
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ſent, it being the Third, which I — 
aim at, Viz. 


III. To ſhew, how God ought to be wor- 
ſhipped by us. Now our Saviour ſays, it 
muſt be in Spirit and Truth. In oppolition 
(as I conceive.) 


1. To that Ritual and Ceremonial Way 
which was in uſe under the Fewih5 Dipenſati- 
on. And 

2. To Hypocriſy. 


(1.) Under the Chriſtian Occonomy, God 
muſt be worſhipped in Spirit and in Truth, in 
oppoſition to that Ritual and Ceremonial way, 
which was in uſc under the Jewiſh Diſpenſa- 
tion. And that our Saviours Words arc to 
be underſtood thus, the beſt Expoſitors a- 
gree *. What ſort of Worſhip that of the Fews 
was, I ſuppoſe I necd not minutely deſcribe; 
you can't be acquainted with the Old Teſta- 


ment, and be ignorant of this. You know ve- | 


ry well, that their Religion was attended with 
a great many exteraal Obſervances. They had 
their Oblations of Meal, Flower, Ears of Corn, 
and other Fruits of the Earth, which were 
brought and burnt bctore Logs or 22 cat- 


1 Fid, Dr. Hammond, Dr. 8 „in los. g 
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en, and partly burnt. Beſides theſe, they had 
their Sacrifices of divers kinds, ſome of which 
were ſet and determined, others were occaſi- 
onal. Theſe were Types of the great Propi- 
tiatory Sacrifice, I mean the Son of God, 
who laid down his Life, and ſhed his Blood to 
attone for the Sins, and redeem the Lives of a 
guilty and loſt World. Again, under this 
Diſpenſation they had their High Prieſt, whoſe 
Veſtment was rich and pompous, and Prieſts 
who had a peculiar Habit to diſtinguiſh them 
from the People made of white Linnen*. As 
to the Place of Worſhip, it was firſt the Ta- 
bernacle, and afterwards the Temple, in 
which cvery thing was glorious and magnifi- 
cent. Abundance of Ceremonies were there 
made uſe of, and Iuſtrumental Miſick of ſeveral 
ſorts was intermixed with their Religious Ser- 
vices. What ſhall I ſay, great was the exter- 
nal Splendor, which appear'd in the Worſhip 
of thoſe T'imes. What the Reaſons were on 
which ſo much Pomp was ordered to attend 
the ſacred Solemnities of the Fews, I have 
not time to Enquire ; and perhaps too much 
Curioſity in ſuch an Examination, were bet- 
ter declin'd than gratifed. This however 
we may venture to ſay, that God ſaw ſuch a 
nb Worſhip to be moſt agreeable to the 


pr. Edward's ſays, it Ordi Surplice 0 
Fill. &c. Vel. 1. 2. 178. Pi” ns PORNO. ANNE" , 
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Temper of that People, and to the State of 
the Church at that time ; and that the Cerems- 
nies then in uſe, were Types and Images of 
ſpiritual things, and deſigned to point out the 
Meſſias, and that Power and better State 
which was to be introduced by this Saviour. 
In the mean time, nothing can be more evi- 


dent, than that God will not no be worſhip- 


ped in ſuch a way as he was under the Jeuiſb 
Oeconomy. I mean with thoſe numerous 
Rites, and that external Magnificence which 
were in uſe then. If we read the Old Teſta- 
ment, we ſhall meet with a great many Pro- 
phecies , which foggtel an Alteration that 
was to be made in the ſtate of things under 
che Reign and Kingdom of Chriſt ; and it is 
apparent from abundance of Texts in the 
New; that the Law prefigured the Goſpel, 
and that when the Types were accompliſhed, 
the Ceremonies preſcribed by it were to ceaſe, 
and to be no longer in the worſhip of God. 
The Apoſtle calls them, U N oc, car- 
nal Ordinances f, and ſays of them, that they 
were impoſed till the time of Reformation; 
that is (ſays the Learned Dr. bitby) as the 
next Verſe expounds it, till the coming of 
Chriſt. And in another place the ſame Apo- 


* Gen. 49. 10. Jer. 31. 31, Dar. 9. 27. Oo 
+ geb. 1 Jer. 31. 31, 32. 9.27. Mal. 1. 17, 


ſtle 
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ſtle calls the Fewiſh Ceremonies 227 x, 73 au- 
d, weak and beggarly Elements, Gal. 4. 9. 
Weak (ſays good Mr. Burkit on the place) 
« Becauſe the Law made nothing Perfect, 
« and the obſervance of it was impotent and 
« unavailable to a Sinner's Juſtification before 
« God; and beggarly in compariſon with that 
* more rational and ſpiritual way of worſhip 
© under the Goſpel *. The Fewiſh Ceremonies 
indeed were appointed by God himſelf, and 
to be punctually obſerved during that State 
of the Church. Burt (as the aforementioned 
Author takes notice) when the falſe Apoſtles 
did urge the Obſervation of them under the 
Goſpel, St. Paul is bold to give them the 
name of weak and beggarly Elements. 

It were eaſie to offer a great many other 
things under this Head, bur I ſee no occaſion 
of Enlargement. Only let me rake notice of 
the Words of a Divine of the Church of Eng- 
land, with regard to this Matter: Diſcour- 
ſing of the Ceremonial Law, being made void, 
null and dead, ſays he, The Epiſtle to the 
« Habretus ſeems to be the Sermon, which St. 
« Paul Preach'd at it's Funeral, or the Of- 
« fice of Burial on that occaſion. Here is 
« Aſhes to Aſhes, and Duſt to Duſt, a fatal 
Period put to the Judaical Rites, the Law 


— 


— — — — 


* Dr, Edward's con pleat Hiſt, &c. Jol. 2. p. 436. 
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&« Interr'd and Intombed never to riſe again, 
cc but the Goſpel ſprings out of theſe Aſhes, a 
« New and a more noble Diſpenſation ſuc- 
* ceeds in it's rooin. 

Under the Chriſtian» Oeconomy then, theſe 
abrogated Rites, and that gaudy way of Wor- 
ſhip, which were practiſed during the Diſpen- 
ſation, arc become uſeleſs, and we have no 
warrant for the introducing them into the 
Church ; for as it was the Intention of our 
bleſſed Saviour to lay them aſide, ſo his Apo- 
ſtles, who acted according to the Commiſſion 
they had received from him, never brought 
them into their religious Aſſemblies, neither 
do we read of their being uſed in the firſt and 
pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity ; no, in thoſe pri- 
mitive Times the worſhip of God was per- 
form'd in Spirit and in Truth, and fo it ſhould 
be amongſt us. 

But here I hope I ſhall not be miſappre- 
hended. When I am ſpeaking againſt theſe 
external Obſervaaces, which were in uſe amongſt 
the Jews, and pleading for a more ſpiritual 
Devotion; I would not be thought to be an 
Enemy to the decent Performance of the Du- 
ties of Religion; or to that order which ought 
to be obſerved in God's public Worſhip ; nei- 
ther would I be underſtood to mean, that 
our Bodies are to bear no part in our great 
Redeemer's Service. Far be it from me, to 
favour 


* — 
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favour ſuch a Notion. God I know is the 
Greator of our Bodies as well as of our Souls, 
and we ſhould gloriſie him with both. In- 
deed Bodily exerciſe (as the Apoſtle obſerves) 
profiteth little, 1 Tim. 4. 8. but it is to no Con- 
ſequence, that therefore it may be diſuſed and 
neglected. Our Tongues and Lips were un- 
doubtedly made to praiſe God, and therefore, 
I think, in ſinging Pſalms and ſpiritual Songs, 
Chriſtians ſhould not only join with their 
Hearts, but their Voices ſhould be exerted 
in this heavenly Duty, and I am ſorry to ſee 
ſo many in our Aſſemblies, who are ſo negli- 
gent as to that part. So alſo, as to Prayer, ſeeing 
kneeliag or ſtanding are allowed to be the moſt 
proper Poſtures, when we engage in that part 
of religious Worſhip, and moſt expreſſive of 
our Reverence for the Divine Majeſty, I think 
one or other of theſe Geſtures ought to be u- 
ſed; unleſs it be in Caſes, where the Devo- 
tion of the Mind would rather be hinder'd 
than promoted by them, and the Infirmities 
of the Body, or the Inconveniences of a Place 
will not allow of them. So that I am far 
from ſpeaking any thing againſt worſhipping 
God with our Bodies. All that I aim at un- 
der this Head is, that the worſhip of Chriſti- 
ans ought to be of a ſpiritual Nature, with as 
much of the Heart, and as little of ew and 

Ceremony 
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Ceremony as poſſible. And that you may be 
brought into this Sentiment, Conſider 

(i.) Such a way of Worſhip is moſt agrecable 
to the Nature of Cod. You have neard that 
he is a Spirit, and thcrcfore that Worſhip muſt 
pleaſe him beſt which is moſt ſpiritual. For 
ſeeing God is an infinite Lover of himſelf, he 
can't but take the greateſt Delight in that Ser- 
vice and thoſe Servants which do moſt reſem- 
ble Him. 

(2.) As ſuch a Worſhip is moſt agreeable to 
the Nature of God, ſo likewiſe to the ſimplici- 
ty of the Goſpel. In the New Teſtament, as 
I proved beiore, the numberleſs Rites which at- 
tended the Religion of the Fews, are declared 
uſeleſs. Ihat which our Saviour has enjoyn'd 
is, that we ſhould devoutly pray to our Heavenly 
Father, and on all proper Occaſions offer up 
our Confeſſions, Petitions and Thankſgivings 
to him, in and thorough a Mediator. That 
we ſhould join with Heart and Voice in ſing- 
ing his Praiſes; be entered into the Chriſtian 
Covenant by Baptiſm, and often, at the Table 
of the Lord, remember a crucity'd Redeemer, 
and there, in return for his unexampled Kind- 
neſs give up our ſelves entirely and everlaſtingly 
to him, and with Reverence and Seriouſneſs 
attend on his holy Word. Theſe are the parts 
of public Worſhip which our blefſed Saviour 
has inſtituted, and theſe he would have per- 
; C formed 
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formed with all that plainneſs and ſimplicity 
which is ſuitable to a Diſpenſation, under 
which the Ceremonial Law is ſuperſeded, and 
declared to be no longer obligatory. This 
you are ſenſible is the Religion of the New 
Teſtament, and ſuch the Worſhip which the 
great, the wiſe, the ſupreme Head of the 
Church inſtituted, and the Apoſtles practiſed 
and recommended. to the World, as that which 
ſhould be continued while the Church was 
militant, that is, to the end of Time. S0 
that you ſee, it is molt agreeable to the na- 
ture and ſimplicity of the Goſpel, to have our 
Worſhip as ſpiritual as poſſible, taking the 
Notion of ſpiritual Worſhip, as I have before 

ſtared it. And then 
(3) Such a ſpiritual Worſhip is like to be of 
the greateſt Benefit and Advantage to the Wor- 
ſhipper. The External Splendor and Ritual Pomp 
with which the Jewiſh Worſhip was ſolemniz'd, 
without doubt had it's uſe, and to be ſure was 
fitteſt tor that People and that ſtate of the 
Church, otherwiſe God would not have ap- 
pointed it. But ſhould it be, either in whole 
or part, introduced now, it would call off the 
Mind from thoſe internal Acts of Devotion, 
ſuch as Love to God, fear of, delight in him, 
reſignation to him, &c. which are the Life and 
Soul of all religious Worſhip. Our Minds are 
too backward to ſpiritual Exerciſes ; we find 
is 


fe 
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it hard enough to fix them when we are enga- 
ged, and ſhould they have more Avocations 
our Devotion would quickly degenerate into 
Formality and Shew. The Senſes are enſnaring 
to us and can't be too carefully guarded, and 
indeed ſhould they be too mucn indulg'd and 
gratity'd, the Spirit of Religion (I mean tlioſe 
pious Affections which ſhould fill the Soul wuile 


we are ſerving God) would in a little while be 


extinguiſhed. This is moſt certain, when Chri- 
ſtians worſhipped juſt as tueir Maſter directed 
them, and kept to that noble ſimplicity which 
we find recommended in the Goſpel, there was 
more of the true Spirit of Devorion amongſt 
them, and the Worſhip of God had a greater 
Influence on the Hearts ani Lives of Men, 
than it had before, or has had ſincc. 

Thus I have ſhewn you that the Worſn:;> of 
God in Chriſtian Aſſemblies ſhould be pertorm'd 
in Spirit and ia Truth; in oppoſition to thoſe 
Obſervances which were in uſe under the Jewsſb 
Diſpenſation, but are now abrogated. And 
though I take the Text to look principally 


tins way, I conceive it may be conſidered in 


another Light, viz. 

2. In Oppoſition to thoſe Hipocritical Servi- 
ces, Which are too commonly otfered up to 
him. And who can doubt, but tat? Sincerity 


is expected in all ſuch as come into the Divine 


Preſence? What ſays the Pſalmiit? Behold thun 
| 1 deſireſt 
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defireſt Truth in the inward parts, Pſalm 51. 6. 
And 1 Chron. 29. 17. I know alſo my that 
thou haſt pleaſure in Uprightneſs : But what oc- 


calion is there of quoting more Texts for this, 


when our Saviour has told us, that we muſt 
worſhip God in Spirit and in Truth, and that 
the Father ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him. Where 
this Sincerity is found, God is highly pleas'd 
with ſuch Perſons Duties ; but he is never 
more angry, than when Men draw nigh to 
him with their Lips, and ſerve him with their 
Bodies, while their Hearts are far from him- 
And who can wonder that he does reje& ſuch 
Worſhippers? For if you conſider it, a Hypo- 
pocrite is one of the worſt and vileſt of Sin- 
ners. What unworthy thoughts muſt ſuch a 
one entertain of the Divine Majeſty? He muſt 
either think, that God does not ſee him, nor 
know his Heart, and ſo he denies his Omni- 
ſcience, or he muſt conclude, that he does 
not mind whether he is ſerved in Sincerity or 
not, which is robbing him (ſo far I mean, as 
a Sinner is capable of doing it) of his Jealouſie, 
Purity and Holineſs ; or elſe he muit imagine, 
that, ſuppoling God does ſee the Treachery 
and Perfidiouſneſs of his Heart, and a little 
reſent that Diſſimulation, yet he has neither 
a Will nor a Power to puniſh him for his 
Wickedneſs: And hat is this, but to deny his 
Juice, and to make him an impotent Deity, 

who 
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who cannot right himſelf, when he is affronted 
by his Creatures? Now if this be the Caſe, 
what a wicked Man mult he be, who pre- 
tends to ſcrve God, but only mocks him all 
the while, and who in all his religious Du- 
ties, acts the part of a perfidious Hypocrite. 

Seeing therefore, that ſincerity 2nd upright- 
neſs of Heart, is what the Divine Majeſty is 
ſo well plcas'd with, and without this our 
greateſt Zeal for the external part of Worſhip 
is but an impious Mockery; all the ſhews we 
make of a ſublime and elevated Devotion are 
meer Pageantry; and our ſolemn Meetings, 
inſtead of honouring God are highly affront- 
ing to him, and expoſe us to his Indignation 5 
it imports us always to remember, that God 
is a Spirit, and to worſhip him in Spirit and 
in Truth. 

Thus I have diſpatch'd the three General 
Heads I propoſed to ſpeak to. There is one 
thing more remaining, and that is. 

To deduce ſome Inferences from what has 
been ſaid. And 

1. We may learn from the Promiſes, that, 
that is the beſt way of Worſhip which comes / 
neareſt to our Saviour's Inſtitution, is moſt a- 
grecable to the Goſpel Diſpenſation, and has 
moſt Spirit and Truth in it. Moſt certain it is 
that our Lord Jcſus Chriſt had in him af the 
Treaſures of Wiſdom, Colol. 2. 3. He perfect- 
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ly knew the Will of his Father, and concealed 
nothing from his Church which he ſaw condu- 
cive to the Edification, Holineſs, and Happi- 
neſs of its Members. And as he fully reveal- 


ed his Father's Will, ſo he fully underſtood, 
and duly conſidered, his People's wants, and 
what Inſtitutions and ways of Worſhip would 
moſt tend to the Advancement of God's Glo- 
ry, and their ſpiritual and everlaſting Wel- 
fare, and to be ſure the Methods preſcrib'd 
by him, can't but be the beſt. The 

tells us, that Moſes was faithful in all bis houſe 
as a Servant, bit Chrift as a Son, Heb. 3. 5, 6. 
And that our Lord had the good of his Follow- 
ers very much at Heart, appears (amongſt 
other Iuſtances) by his inſtituting the Sacra- 
mental Supper, the ſame Night in which he was 
betray'd, 1 Cor. 11. 23. For if he had his Peo- 
ple ſo much in his Thoughts at ſuch a Time 
as that, and if the Proſpect of his approaching 
Paſſion, and the bitter Agonies he was to un- 
dergo did not make him unmindful of the 
Concerns of his Church, and the Intereſt and 
Comfort of his Diſciples; it may be concluded 
for certain, that he omitted nothing that was 
like to make the worſhip of Chriſtians pleaſing 
to God, or beneficial to them(-lves; and if 
any think he did, they muſt charge him with 
Carcleſsneſs and Negligence. 
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Since our bleſſed Saviour then has ordered 
every thing with ſo much wiſdom and faith- 
fulneſs, Religion muſt look moſt lovely as he 
has left it ; and his Inſtitutions have moſt Ma- 
jeſty and real Beauty in them, when ſolem- 
niz d according to his own Directions; and 
we conclude (and with the higheſt Reaſon in 
the World) that the nearer we keep in all the 
parts of Worſhip to the Goſpel Rule, the 
more we glorify God and benefit our ſelves. 
It is not good to refine upon a Model form'd 
by Infinite Wiſdom: And how any can do this 
without undervaluing that Wiſdom, and over- 
valuing their own,is left to their Conſideration. 
In the mean time, let this be always fixed on 
our Minds as a Principle, from which we re- 
ſolve never to recede, that then we worſhip 
God beſt, when we do it as Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles did. 

2 From what has been ſaid under the pre- 
ceding Heads, we may learn what is the 
principal thing to be minded by us in all our re- 
ligious Duties, viz. Sincerity of Heart. There 
is a great deal of vile Hypocriſy many times, 
where there are the greateſt Appearances of a 
more than ordinary Scriouſneſs. The Knee 
may be bent, and is very often, and the lou - 
eſt Reverences made with our Body, and yet 
the Heart continue unhumbled, and the Will 
inflexible. The Eyes and Hands may be, in 


* 
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a devout manner lifted up to Heaven, while 
the Soul is groveling in Duſt, and the Affecti- 
ons are glued to a vain and periſhing World. 
The Voice may be loud and melodiousin ſing- 
ing God's Praiſes, while the Mind feels no 
Impreſſions, and the Thoughts are towards 
the Ends of the Earth. But alas! What does 
ſuch worſhip as this ſignify ? Nothing' at all. 
It is ſomething more than all this, that God 
looks to; and it that be wanting, all that we 
do in Religion, will go for juſt nothing ; or I 
ſhould rather have ſaid tor worſe than nothing; 
it is inward and vital Religion which the Di- 
vine Majeſty is pleas d with; and where this 
is not found, all the Zeal that is diſcovered a- 
bout other Things, can be of no Service to 
us. Indeed we may, by a ſhew of Devotion 
in the Worſhip of God, blind the Eyes of the 
World, and perhaps gain the Reputation of a 
more than ordinary Sanctity, but with Re- 
gard to the Favour of God, and Acceptance 
with him,which is the principal thing we ought 
to aim at in all our religious Performances, no- 
thing ſhort of Sinccrity and Truth will be of 
Advantage to us. What remains then, but that 
we all endcavour to worſhip God in ſuch 
a way, as has been recommended. And that 
we may do ſo, give me leave to offer a few 
Advices which ſhall cloſe this Diſcourſe. 


1. It 
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1. If we would worſhip God in Spirit and 
in Truth, in both Sences of the Words, let 
us be careful to keep as cloſe as poſſible to 
the Rule of Worſhip, which (as I intimated 
before) is the Goſpel, or the Law of Chriſt, 
You have heard that the Jewiſb Model 
can't be a pattern for Chriſtians, becauſe the 
Ceremonial Law is vacated by the Goſpel in 
which it had it's Accompliſhment. As for 
the Practice of thoſe, who lived after a great 
many Corruptions had crept into the Church, 
or the Opinions and Cuſtoms of ſuch as 
live in our own Times, theſe are to have 
very little weight with us. It is the Word of 
God which we ought to have ever before us, 
and the Directions and Canons which were 


given by Chriſt or his Apoſtles, who had the 


Holy Spirit to inſpire them, and to lead them 
into all neceſſary Truth, ſhould always deter- 
mine us. If we will be led by Opinion, Party, 
Antiquity, and the like, we may be drawn in- 
to a great many Miſtakes, and it is very un- 
ſafe ro truſt our ſelves with ſuch Guides. 
The Scriptures are our Rule, and theſe in 
Matters which are neceflary for Chriſtians to 
underſtand and practiſe, are plain to every ho- 
neſt and ſcrious Enquirer after Truth. Now 
by theſe our Worſhip mult be form'd and re- 
gulatcd ; and if we ſincerely endeavour to know 
the Mind and Will of Chriſt, and practiſe ac - 

D cording 
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cording to it, then will our Worſhip be in 
Spirit and in Truth. 

2. Let the Worſhip we offer to God, be at- 
tended with Holineſs of Heart and Lite. It 
is impoſſible, that the bleſſed God who is Pu- 
rity it ſelf, ſnould be pleas d with any Servi- 
ces we pay him, while we remain unſanctifi- 
ed : We ought therefore to be cleanfing our 
ſelves from all the filthineſs of the Fleſh and Spirit, 
aud perfetting Holineſs in the fear of God, 2 Cor. 
I. 1. 

3. Let us ever act from fpiritual Principles. 
Obedience to the Commands of Chriſt's Love, 
and Duty to God, an awful Fear of him, Cr. 
ſhould be the Spring of all the Worſhip we 
pay him. It muſt not be Cuſtom or Applauſe, 
worldly Intereſt or a View to any ſecular Em- 
ployment that muſt Influence us, theſe are 
low and unworthy Motives, and will render 
our Worſhip Carnal and not Spiritual. And 
yet I fear ſuch Things as theſe bring a grear 
many to God's public Service, and make them 
ſhew a great deal of Zeal and Devotion in it. 

4. Let us propoſe to our ſelves ſpiritual 
Ends, in all the Duties we perform. When 
we go into the Houſe of God, it ſhould be 
that we may underſtand more of his Mind 
and Will, and of the Things which belong to 
our everlaſting Peace; that we may humble 
our ſelves for our Sins, and implore his Par- 
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don; expreſs our Thankfulneſs to him tor all 
his Mercies, and have our Hearts enlarg'd in 
Love and Praiſe; and that we may gain 
ground againſt the Corruption of our Natures, 
have our Graces raiſed to a greater Degree 
of Perfection, and be made more like God 
and more meet for Heaven and Glory. Such 
Ends as theſe, we ſhould propoſe when we go 
to Worſhip God. 

Laſtly. Let us ſee to it, that we worſhip him 
in a ſpiritual Manner, i. e. with a holy Awe 
of him upon our Minds, with Love and De- 
light, with Alacrity and Cheertulneſs, with a 
Fixedneſs and Intention of Thought, and fi- 
nally with all that Zeal and Fervency which 
becomes the Servants of ſuch a Maſter, and 
the Excellency of his Worſhip. God grant 
we may all of us do ſo to his Glory, and our 
own everlaſting Benefit. Amen. 
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APPENDIX, 


CONTAINING 


Some REMARKS on the Reverend 
Mr. Ward's Sermon, Preach'd at the open- 
ning of the Organ in Portſmouth, July 26th 

1718. 


PAS! 8 Hen the Sermon with which Mr. 
l ara has lately oblig'd the World, 
5 N was received, at firſt, with ſuch 
Approbation and Applauſe ; 
thought worthy to be Preach'd 

the ſccond time before his Right Reverend Di- 
oceſan ; and it is Printed (as he himſelf ſays) 
at the Requeſs of the Corporation, and princi- 
pal Inhabitants of his Pariſh ; without all 
doubt it will oftend a great many, that T 
ſhould pretend to animadvert on it. This 
Conſideration, I muſt own, made me, for ſome 
time, very unwilling to meddle with ſuch a 
Diſcourſe ; 
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Diſcourſe; for, if I can, I love to live in 
Friendſhip with every body. But then I 
thought with my ſelf, that Mr. Vurd (when he 
reſolv'd to make his Sermon publick) could not 
but expect, that if any into whoſe Hands it 
ſhould fall, were not ſatisfy d with his Reaſon- 
ings on the ſubje&, they would take the Liber- 
ty to tell him ſo ; and when I remember d that 
T had to do with a Gentleman, a Scholar and 
a Divine, I concluded that if others were diſ- 
pleas d at my innocent Freedom on ſuch an oc- 
caſion, I had no Reaſon to think he could. So 


that as far as I can ſee, the following Pages 


need no Apology. I ſhall have no Controver- 
ſy with the Author about the firſt part of the 
Sermon. Vocal Muſick in the worſhip of God 
I heartily love, for I think ſinging Pſalms and 
Hymns is a very plain, uſetul and delightful 
Duty, and when the Heart and Voice go toge- 
ther, there is no Service with which God is 
more pleas'd and glorify d. Praiſe is the Work 
of Heav'n, and therefore can't but be a very 
noble and comfortable Employment for the 
Church on Earth. and I know none with whom 
I am concern'd, who are not in this particular 
of my Mind. About this then we are agreed- 
There is one thing however of which I would 
take notice before I proceed any farthcr in the 
Sermon, and that is Mr. }F/ard's ſaying (as from 
Socrates) that * Jonatins Biſhop of Antioch, 

brought 
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< brought the mer locutory or Alternate Practice 
* of reading and ſinging the Pſalms, into his 
& Dioceſe, in the Publick Service of God, as 
4 uſed in our Cathedrals and moſt Pariſh 
* Churches at this Day. He might have 
added, if he had pleaſed, that this Inſtitution 
of Ignatius, was founded upon a Viſion of his, 
wherein Angels were heard in this manner 
praiſing the Holy Trinity. A plain Proof, I 
think, that if this were its Original, it was a 
meer viſionary Inſtitution. But Socrates had 
no Authority for this Relation, but common 
Fame *vhich is many times a common Liar, 
and might eaſily impoſe upon Socrates, who in 
many Initances ſeems credulous enough. Tha 
Learned Valiſius, in his f Notes on this Place, 
tells us he cannot imagine whence he had this 
Story ; and from T heodoret gives the ſame of its 
Original, which I meet with in anotherlearned 
Writer||viz.. that Havianus and Diadorus were the 
firſt Authcrs of this uſage, which was about the 
middle of the tourth Century, near which time, 
I am apt to believe that Method of ſinging was 
brought by St. Bafil (as Mr. Ward has obſerved 
from Hooker) into the Church of Cæſarea. But 
how Mr. Moler could ſay that he was herein op- 


* pag. 7. f Vid. Socr. Lib. VI. cap. B. II Theodoritzs 
de Flawiano et Diodoro fic refert. Hi primi, in duas partes 


divifis catibus Pſalmos accinentium, inftituerunt alternis Davi- 
dicam melodiam decantare. Altare Damas. ult. Edit. 363. 
poſed 
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poled by Sabelins the Heretick, is what I am 
ſurpriz'd at; becauſe Sabellins broach'd his He- 
reſy Anno 257. Whereas St. Bafil was nor 
made Biſhop of Ceſarea, until the Year 369 f. 
which was one Hundred and twelve Years 
after; ſo that Sabellius had been a long while 
in his Grave, before Bafil brought this Cu- 
ſtom into the Church, and in all probabiliry 
before he was born. This therefore muſt be 
a great Miſtake. But I muſt place it to the 
Judicious Hooker's Account, and not to Mr. 
Ward's; though I fancy our Reverend Au- 
thor ſhould have well conſidered his Quotati- 
tions, before he had built ſo much upon them. 
Let who will be the Introducer ot it, it is a 
way of Worſhip, of which I ſhall never have a 
great Opinion ; becauſe it does not ſeem 
reconcileable with 1 Cor. 14. 11, 15, 26. And I 
cannot ſee, how a whole Congregation can in 
this Method ing with Underſtauding, nor which 
way ſuch as come into a Church, when this 
Service is ſolemnizing, can as they ought join 
in it l. But it is the ſecond Part of Mr. Nu d's 
Diſcourſe, of which I propoſe to take a more 
* 


——_— 


* See Chronolog, Table to Eachard's Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtory. tl Du 
Pin's Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtory of the qth Cent. p. 123. I Quiſtjuis eft 
Author, ipſum Inſtitutum non eſt laudabile, quia non intelli- 
gitur plerunque materia, & qui canere debet & voce & Cordes 
Corde Cauit non ore ut debet 3 f quidem i in hunc finem Inſt 
tutus Cantus, ut voce & Cantu proferamus laudes Dei, 4%id ” 4 
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And here he undertakes (as ſeveral have 
done before him) the Defence of Inſtrumental 
Muſick in the Worſhip of God; and propoſes 
to ſhew it's Antiquity, it's Lawfulneſs and it's 
Benefit and Uſefulneſs . I ſhall conſider what 
he has offered under each of theſe Heads in 
their Order. 

1. He propoſes to ſpeak of the Antiquity of 
Inſtrumental Mufick, and particularly in the So- 
temn and Publick Worſhip of God, to make good 
which three Inſtances are mention d, viz. Ju- 
bal['s t being the Father of thoſe who handled 
the Harp and Organ, Gen. 4.21. Job's ſpeak- 
ing of ſcveral ſorts of muſical Inſtruments, and 
more particularly the Organ no leſs than twice, 
Chap. 21. 12. and 30.31. And that of Miriam, 
and of the Women who went out with Tim- 
brels and Dances, Exod. 15.20 ||]. On which 
I beg leave to make the following Remarks. 

1. I can't ſee that either of theſe Inſtances 
will ſerve our Author's purpoſe. As to Ju- 
bal's being the Father of thoſe who handled 
the Harp and Organ, I allow it may go for a 
proof, that there were Inſtruments of Muſick 


Sermon, p. 8. f Mr. Ward «alls this Jubal, Noah's Bro- 
ther, But this is a miftake, Jubal the Organiſt, being the Son of 
Lamech, the wicked Branch of that curſed Root Cain. Whereas 
Noah was the Son of another Lamech, a much better Man, who 


deſcended from Seth. Comp. Gen. 4. 19, 21, with Chap. 5.28, &c, 
II Sermon, p. 9, 10. 
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at that time which were call'd by theſe names, 
and that Jubal invented and perhaps taught 
the uſe of them. But as to the uſe in which 
they were employ'd, I mean whether it was 
Sacred or Profane, the Inſpired Hiſtorian is 
entirely ſilent : And conſequently Mr. Ward's 
Argument from thence muſt be but a ground- 
leſs Conjecture! And ſo is that taken from the 
two Texts in the Book of Job before menti- 
oned. For in one of them (viz. chap. 30. 31.) 
no more to be ſure is intended than this; that 
Fob, who in the time of his Proſperity uſed, 
in an Innocent way, to divert himſclt with 
his Organ, while he was in his Affliction, could 
have no reliſh of any Exerciſes of that kind 
and therefore all mirth was baniſh'd his 
Houſe Muſical Inſtruments were laid aſide, 
and nothing but mourning and weeping came 
in their room. f As to the other Quotation from 
this Book (viz. chap. 21. 12.) Whoever will 
conſult the Context can't but obſerve, that it is 
an account how wicked Men ſpent their Days, 
and that amongſt other things, they take the 
Timbrel and Harp and rejoice at the ſound of the 
Organ. Some perhaps may fancy that I 
give this Scripture a wrong turn; but I deſire 
they would read the chapter, and particulariy 
from the 7th verſe, and I am ſure they mutt 
believe their own Eyes if they won't belicve me. 
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The Inſtance of Miriam, I confeſs, ſeems 
a little more to the purpoſe than either of the 
former, but, without doubt, it is far ſhort of 
proving what our Author would conclude from 
it. Suppoſe a Propheteſs did on a particular 
occaſion, and under a particular Impulſe, as 
we have reaſon to ſuppoſe, * uſe Inſtramental 
Muſick in the Service of God, is it a conſe- 
quence that therefore it was a common pra- 
Etice, or that it may be warrantably brought 
into Chriſtian Congregations? Mr. Ward per- 
haps may think ſo, but I dare ſay unprejudi- 
ced Judges will be of a different opinion. For 
if this Inſtance of Miriam be to his Purpoſe, 
it may be urg'd with as much reaſon to 
vindicate H/omen's being employ'd as Organiſts 
in our Churches, ay and Dancing too in God's 
Worſhip, for the Text ſays that Miriam took a 
Timbrel in her Hand and all the Women went 
out after her with Timbrels aud with Dances. 

What our Author has added to what is a- 
torementioned, to ſhew the Antiquity of In- 
ſtrumental Muſick in the Service of God, is, 
I conceive, miſplaced, and can't in the leaſt 
ſerve his deſign under that Head. For ſup- 
poſe Luther and Calvin were (as he poſitively 
aſſerts) for Inſtrumental Muſick in Religious 
Worſhip; this will prove no more than that it 


es 


* Bcyſc's Remarks on @ Diſcourſe of the Biſhop of Derry, p. 17. 
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had ſome Advocates in the Sixteenth Century 
of Chriſtianity ; a Diſſenter would be laugh'd 
at, ſhould he alledge their Sentiments as a 
Proof from Antiquity. 

Beſides; we muſt take our Author's word, 
that Luther and Calvin were of this mind ; fcr 
he has not quoted one Single Sentence out of 
any of their writings to make this out. 
And I am apt to think, after his moſt diligent 
Search into ithe Works of theſe Reformers, he 
will be at a loſs to find any thing that will ful- 
1y come up to his purpoſe. The Lutheran 
Churches, I know, have, many of them at 
jeaſt, Inſtrumental Muſick in the Worſhip of 
God : But whether they have not in this In- 
ſtance gone beyond the Judgment of Luther, is 
a Queſtion wi.ich I defire Mr. H/ard to think 
on; and the rather, becauſe I have read * 
that Echard ſalch this of him, Quod Organa 
Miſica inter Baalis infignia refert. As to Calvin, 
how does it appear that he was an Approver 
of this uſage? Indecd in the Dutch Churches 
Organs are made uſe of, but it deſerves conſi- 
dcration that they were introduced againſt the 
conſent of the Dutch Miniſters, (as a late Au- 
thor f has obſerved from Vet) and that at 
the National Synod held at Aliadleburgb Anno 

i581, and in the Sʒ nod of #.4/12d and Zealand 
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Anno 1594. it was decreed that they would en- 
deavour to prevail with the Magiſtrates to 
baniſh Organs and — Muſick out of 
their Temples. 

2. I would Remark; chat Suppoſing all our 


Author has ſaid under this Head of his Diſ- 


courſe, true, it can't amount to a Proof of the 
Antiquity of Iuſtrumental Muſick in the Chri- 
ftiaa Church. If he would have ſaid any thing 
to the purpoſe, he ſhould have gone back to 
the Fathers, who flouriſhed in the rt Centu- 
ries, and made it appear from their Writings, 
or from the Decrees and Canons of ſome of 
the moſt early Cnmcils, that this uſage was 
approved of, in the pureſt Ages ; but we have 
no attempt of this kind in the whole Sermon, 
which ſometimes has raiſed my Wonder : For 
if there was any thing to be met with in An- 
tiquity favourable to Mr. Ward's Deſign, I 
think he did not do Juſtice to his Argument 
to omit it. But if there could be nothing 
found of that nature, then that Head of his 
Diſcourſe which treats of the Antiquity of In- 
ſtrumental Muſick in the Worſhip of God, 
ſhould have been drop'd, and his inſiſting on 
it, is no better then a Fallacy. But the truth 
is, had our Author made as curious an En- 
quiry as poſſible into the Writings of the Fa- 
thers, he would have met with nothing to an- 
fewer his Expectation on this Head, and I be- 

lieve 
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lieve ſhould he be call'd upon to mention the 
time when Organs were firſt brought into the 
Chriftian Church, he could trace their Origi- 
nal no farther back than Pope Vitaliane's time, 
about the Year of Chriſt 660. which, I fancy, 
conſidering how the Church was 

before that) is Antiquity of which he has no 
great rcaſon to boaſt. 

2. The next Head our Author inſiſts. on 
is to ſhew, the lauſulneſ and warrantableneſs 
of Church Mufick, * and to prove this we are 
told that it was uſcd in Hezekiah's time, by the 
direction of the pious Prince Fofiah, 2 Chron. 
35. 15. And at the Dedication of the Wall 
of Jeruſalem Nehem. 12.28. As alſo that theſe 
Muſical Inſtruments are emphatically ſtiled 
Mufical Inſtrumezts of God, 1 Chron. 16. 42. 
And Inſtruments of Mufick uit) the Lord, 2 
Chron. 7. 6. 

To all which I Anſwer. No one makes a 
queſtion, whether Inſtrumental Muſick was 
uſed under the Jewiſh Occonomy, without all 
doubt it was, and by God's expreſs Order too. 
So that at that time it was not only lawful to 
worſhip God with it, but a plain Duty. But 
] have proved, in the precceding Diſcourſe, 
that the Ceremonial Law is no longer obligato- 
ry ; but that it was aboliſhed by our Redeem- 
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er, and that the Fewiſh Rites cannot warranta- 
bly be brought into Chriſtian Aſſemblies. Al- 
lowing therefore Inſtrumental Muſick to be 
lawful then, is it a juſt Inference that it is fo 
now ? If it be, I may with equal ſtrength of 
Peaſon argue; Circumciſion, Sacrifices, &c. were 
lawful under the Fewi/h Diſpenſation, therefore 
then are ſo under the Chriſtian. For my part I 
can de no Difference in the two Caſes. 
M. Hard I know tells us (from the late Biſhop 
of A that Muſical Inſtruments were uſed be- 
firs 1112 Ceremonial Lau, and was no part of the 
dal Inſtitution, but derived from more 
@ 21 Puncs. f But (with ſubmiſſion to the 
J... ment of that Learned Prelate) I muſt beg 
leave to ſay, that this does not appear to me to 
be a good Conſequence ; becauſe if it was, it 
would as well follow that ſince Sacrifices were 
offered by the Autediluviuu Patriarchs, long be- 
fore the Moſaick Diſpenſation, therefore they 
were not a Part of Worſhip under that Diſ- 
penſation, whereas cvery one knows the con- 
rrary. Granting then that the Muſical Inſtru- 
ments Mr. und pleads tor, were uſed by the 
Jews in their Worſhip, by God's Allowance 
and Direction, and therefore call'd Mufical In- 
/,2-meuts of Gd; why may not a Man (with- 


cut being ask'd who dares be fo profane *) as 
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well queſtion the lawfulneſs of theſe in the Wor- 
ſhip of Chriſtians, as of Circumciſion or Sacrifices 
which we are, ſure were Ordinancesof God too. 

Well, I think thus far our Author has offe- 
red nothing, that unbiaſs'd Readers will e- 
ſteem convincing,and I am very much out in my 
Judgment, if the Arguments we have hitherto 
met with, can gain his Orgaz any Proſelytes; 
but perhaps the next may have the more Suc- 
ceſs: It is as follows, viz. 

« In the New 'T'cſtament agreeable here- 
« unto, Rev. 15. 2. Thoſe who ſung rhe Song 
« of Victory over the Beaſt, arc ſaid to have 
in their Hands the Harps oj God. So that 
cc from what hath been ſaid, both Old and 
«© New Teſtament ſeem, not only to warrant 
© and allow of Inſtruments of Muſick in God's 
* Worſhip, but as it were to conſecrate them 
©« to God's Service *. 

Seem to warrant and allow, and as it dere 
to conſecrate. Methinks Mr. und expreſ- 
ſes himſelf very tenderly here; and by his way 
of ſpeaking, one would fancy that he hin:ſelf 
has no extraordinary Opinion of his Argu- 
ment. And indeed, I can't {cc how he ſhould. 
What he has offered from the Old Teſtament, 
we have already conſidered. As to the ot 
he has quoted from the New, I can't fee what 
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he can conclude from it. The Book of the 
Revelation, as one obſerves , is acknowledged 
by all to be as obſcure, as any part of the Bi- 
ble, and therefore as hard to be unde: ſtood, 
and an Argument drawn from a Text a- 
bout which learned Men have ſuch different 
Sentiments, can hardly be ſatisfactory, eſpeci- 
ally when it has not others to ſupport it, 
which are leſs queſtionable. Beſides, though 
mention is made of the Harps of God in the 
Scripture Mr. Vd refers to, it ſeems plain 
enough to me, that we are not to underſtand 
the Expreſſion of material Harps, or Inſtru- 
ments of Muſick called by that name; for if 
by the Golden Vials full of Odours, which we 
read of, Chap. 5,8. We are to underſtand (as 
the Author of this Divine Book tells we muſt) 
the Prayers of the Saints, there 1s all the Reaſon 
in the World to think, that by the Harps here 
muſt be meant their Praiſes, which are expreſ- 
ſed under the Notion of Harps, becauſe among 
the Jews (as I have ſaid more than once) ſuch 


Inſtruments of Mulick were uſed, and ſo was 


Incenſe, on which Account, the Prayers of 
God's People are repreſented by golden Vials 
full of Odours. And now let our Reverend Au- 
thor make as much as he can of that Argument. 

We are now come to the End of Mr. H/ard's 
Proof, of the Lawfulneſs of Inſtrumental Mu- 
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fick in the Worſhip of God. As to the Ob- 
jection which he has obviated, viz. That Mu- 
ſical Inſtruments have been uſed by [dolaters, 
and in the Church of Rome too; I ſhall only 
obſerve, that he has pretended to Anſwer but 
this ſingle Objection; whereas there are 
veral others, which much more deſerved his * 
Conſideration. But who can blame the Gen- 
tleman for pitching on that which he Thought 
he could Reply to with leaſt difficulty. And 
yet, by the way, ſuppoſing (as Mr. Ward 
does) thar Idolatry and Mufick were Twins, 
introduced into the World at one Birth, in the ve- 
ry infancy of Mankind, and that in almoſt every 
ſucceeding Age, Mufical Inſtruments were uſed by 
Pagans in the honour of their Idol worſhip. Un- 
leſs it was warranted by ſome Law of God, 
and he declared his Approbation of it, 1 
ſhould not dare be ſo profane, as to make uſe 
of it in his Worſhip. And tho' our Author 
may like to chime in with the Roman Hicrar- 
chy, to praiſe our common Saviour and Redeemer 
with the Organ, and other Taſtruments of Mufickt. 
I ſhould for my own Part, much rather be a 
Diſſemter. There is one Head more of his 
Diſcourſe, which remains yet to be conſider- 
ed, viz. 

3. The Benefit and Uſefulneſs of Inſtrument. 
Mufick, to elevate the Mind, and excite our De- 
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wotions, And here (to paſs by the Philoſo- 
phical Account, which he gives us from Scali- 
ger, of the Influence of Muſick on the Mind, 
by affecting not only the Ears but the Arteries) 
I am ſurprized to hear our Author aſſert with 
ſo much Aflurance, that © there is ſtill the 
* ſame Reaſon for it's uſe in the Chriſtian,as was 
«in the Zewiſh Church, for we have now the 
* ſame Dulneſs and Deadneſs, the ſame Defects 
and Indiſpoſitions as they had, and therefore 
* ſtand in need of the ſame Helps and Aſſiſtan- 
ces to ſtir up our Affections . For it this be 
true it cannot, I think, be accounted for, that 
our bleſſed Saviour ſhould never ſo much as 


once mention Meufical Inſtruments, or recom- 


mend the uſe of them in his Church; and 1 
leave it to Mr. Ward's ſecond Thoughts, 
whether the Words I laſt quoted from him, 


do not without ſtraining, amount to this, that 


our Redeemer has not made as good a Provi- 
fion againſt the Deadneſs and Dulneſs, the 


Defects and Indiſpofitions of Chriſtian Wor- 


ſhippers, as was made in the Jewiſb Church; 
and when he has thought with himſelf, what 
a Reflection this is upon our Lord's Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs ; I fancy he will be of the Qpi- 
nion of a great many of his Readers, that this 
part of his Diſcourſe particularly, ſhould have 
been reconſidered before it had been offered to 
the World. As 
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As to what follows, I muſt confeſs, I cannot 
what he aims at: His Paragraphs 
happen to have ſo little Connection with each 
other, many of his Sentences are ſo obſcure 
and ſo little regard is had to the Method he 
had propoſed to himſelf, that I am at a loſs 
for his meaning. He tells us, that the Mini- 
ſters of God's Word are to /ift up their Voice 
like a Trumpet, Iſa. 58. 7. That St. Jobn was 
in the Spirit on the Lord's Day, and heard be- 
hind him a great Voice, as of a T;umpet ; that at 
the laſt Day, Chriſt will ſend his Angels with 
a great ſound of a Trumpet ; and laſtly, that the 
Trumpet ſhall ſound, and the Dead ſhall be rais'd 
incurruptible, 1 Cor. 15. Thus with the affi- 
ſtance of a Concordance has Mr. Ward rec- 
koned up the ſ-vcral Places in the New Te- 
ſtament, where the Word Trumpet was to be 
met with. And what 1s the Conſequence 
from all? Why (if he purſues the deſign of the 
Head under which the atore-mentioned Texts 
are quoted) it can be no other than this, viz- 
Ergo Inſtumental Mufick is of great Benefit and 
Uſejulneſs in the Worſhip of God in the Chri- 
ſtian Church. And now who can chuſe, but 
be convinc'd by ſo natural and clear a Dedu- 
ction from the Premiſes? And, who dares Le 
ſo profane as to ſay, that this is not good 
Reaſoning? Well, if Mr. Ward will have it 


ſo, Mulick muſt be of great Advantage to the 
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Church on Earth; ay, and more than that, he 
cannot ſee that Tnftrumental Muſick, ſhould be ex- 
cluded the bleſſed Manſions * above. I am glad 
he has added, on Suppofition the Senſes, in that 
celeſtial and refined State and Condition, ſhall be 
ſuſceptible of ſuch Impreſſions. Had it not 
been for this clauſe, I ſhould have been afraid 
that had he happened at any time to preach on 
the Words of our Saviour, Mat. 26. 29. But I 
Jay unto you, I will not henceforth drink of this 
Fruit of the Vine, until that Day when I drink 
it new with you in my Father's Kingdom; he 
would have told his Auditory, that he could not 
ſce, why H/ize ſhould be excluded thoſe bleſ- 
ſed Manſions; and thus in a little time, the 
Chriſtian would be made to differ but a ſmall 
Matter from a Mahometan Paradiſe. This is 
the fruit of an exceſs of Fancy, and too great a 
fondneſs tor Cuſtom, or an Opinion. 

The cloſe of Mr. Ward's Diſcourſe (which 
we are now come to) he deſign'd, I ſuppoſe, 
as a Rhetorical flouriſh in praiſe of Muſick, of 
which he is an exceſſive Admirer. But me- 
thinks, there are ſeveral ſtrokes here, which 
deſerve his Review. Thus he tells us, That 
nothing can reflect more Honour and Praiſe 
« to God, next to building him an Houſe, 
« with a Magnificence ſuitable to the Gran- 
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* deur of his Majeſty, than the furniſhing ir 
« with proper Inſtruments and Utenfils to ſet 
« ff the Glory and Splendor of his Wor- 
< ſhip*. But I dare ſay, upon a calm Refle- 
ction on this Paragraph, he will ſee Reaſon 
to change his Opinion. He knows very well, 
that in the beginning of the Chriſtian Church, 
and a conſiderable T'ime after, there were no 
magnificent Houſes built for the Worſhip of 
God; neither do we read of any of thoſe In- 
ſtruments of Muſick, for which he appears 
ſuch a zealous Advocate. And yet, I am 
perſwaded, there was more Honour braught 
to God by the ſhining and exemplary Lives 
of the Chriſtians of the firſt Ages, than 
has been ſince his Service was attended 
with ſo much External Glory; and whatever 
he may think, it is to me, beyond all queſti- 
on, that the Converſion of Men from Sin to 
God, and the conſpicuous Holineſs of ſuch as 
profeſs themſelves to be Chriſt's Followers, is 
more to his Praiſe, than the magnificence of a 


Temple, or all the Inſtruments or Utenſils which 


fancy may contrive zo ſet off the Splendor of his 
Worſhip. But Mr. Ward is not content to 
ſtop here, and therefore, amongſt the proper 
Inſtruments and Utenfils, of which he had been 
betore ſpeaking, he mentions the Organ, which 
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(© next to the uſeful Ornaments and Materi- 
« als for the more decent Adminiſtration of 
* the Word and Sacraments) he ſays, deſerves 
it Place, and al ſuch as promote ſo pious and ge- 
eros a Work their due Praiſes here, and Re- 
wards hereafter *®, This is a Sentence which 
gives room for a little Criticiſm, and had I 2 
Mind to examine tne Words which compoſe 
it, and the Manner in which they are pur to- 
gethcr, I am apt to believe, there would ap- 
pear alictie wantof Accuracy here,as there does 
in {ome other parts of the Diſcourſe; but T 
would not ſtand upon {ſmall Matters. By all 
means, let the Gentlemen who have ſhewn 
themſclves {; generous on the occaſion have 
their due Praiſcs; but methinks, our Reve- 
rend Author ſtrains the Point a little too far, 
when he mentions their deſerving Rewards here- 
after. There is no Queſtion, but a zeal for 
the Glory of God, and the Intereſt of Religi- 
on (provided the Inventions of Men are not 
taken for theſe) will be rewarded in the next 
Life, but to inſinuate as Mr. Ward does (if 
his Expreſſion has any meaning in it) that it 
deſerves it, is a way of ſpeaking, which I 
thought ne would have ſhunn'd; and I dare 
ſay, the Gentlemen themſelves don't believe 
any ſuch thing, though they have it in ver- 
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um Sacerdotis. But let us {ce what follows, 

hat true Lover of Parockial Communion 
« ill not, to the utmoſt of his Power, promote this 
« undertaking (obſerve the Propriety of the 
« Expreſſion) for its preſeut Subfiftence, and fu- 
« ture Maintenance, that obſerves how aftive aud 
* 2zealous,they of the Separation are in erecting theirs 


< on Mount Garizim (he means Gerizim) in 


* Oppoſition to our Temple at Jeruſalem *. 

Now our Reverend Author begins to grow 
warm, and I am afraid would run himſef out 
of Breath, ay, and out of Lemper too, were his 
Sermon to be but a very little longer. But I 
ſuppoſe he thinks, ſome heat ought to be diſ- 
covered, when they of the Separation are ſo 
zealous in erefting theirs, &. Inerecting theirs}! 
Their what? Alas! What ſhall we do for an 
Antecedent to the Relative? Undertaking muſt 
be the Word if any, and yet I can't think, it 
can be that neither, becauſe it does not ſeem 
at all likely to me, that Mr. Wurd would 
talk of erecting an undertaking. The Expreſ- 
ſion appears to me very improper, and beſides, 
it leaves his Readers entirely uncertain, what 
he is ſpeaking about. But I ſuppoſe he 
thought it ſufficient, that his meaning 
was underſtood, in the Place where his Ser- 
mon was Preach'd, as for the reſt of the World 
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they muſt pick out the Engliſh of it as well 
as they are able. However it would have 
been kind, had he by ſome Marginal note let 
his Readers into the ſecret. 

Well, I am preſuaded the New Chappel 
Ere&ed by a Congregation of Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters in Portſmouth for the ſolemn Worſhip of 
God, is what ſticks in our Author's Stomach ; 
But I think he does not do us Juſtice when 
he ſays, that it is Erected in Oppoſition to their 
Temple; after ſuch Reaſons have been offer- 
ed a great many times over, as are Sufficient 
to Convince all who will lay aſide their Preju- 
dices, that it is not a Spirit of Oppofition, but | 
Conſcience, which puts us on a Separation. and 
as for his keeping up the Diſtinction of Mount 
Gerizim and Jeruſalem, without doubt he had 
much better have let it alone, ſeeing under the | 

Goſpel the Difference of Places is taken away, 
and the time is come (as our Saviour has told 
us) when neither in this Mountain, nor yet at 
Jeruſalem ſhall Men Worſhip the Father, but 
the true Worſhippers ſhall worſhip the Father in 
Spirit and in Truth. 

As to what Mr. ard talks of ſomething 
being done in the Noou-day and moſt Conſpicu- 
ons high Places, if the new Edifice which I ſpoke 
of before, be what he has in View, I muſt 
beg lcave to tell him, that the Gentlemen con- 

cern'd did not think themſelves oblig'd to car- 
ry 
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on their Building at Mid-night, nor to 
ſculk into a Corner for fear of offending him. 
The Liberty which ſome ſo much Envy us has 
the Sanct ion and Countenance of the happy 
Government we live under, and our Places of 
Worſhip are allowed and Protected; and while: 
we behave as becomes Loyal Subjects (of which 
we are content that our Enemies themſelves 
ſhall be Judges) what Occaſion is there for our 
going into Obſcurity ? If the Place of Wor- 
ſhip we have Erected gives Mr. H/ard ſo much 
uncaſineſs, and makes us in his Apprchenſion 
appear terrible as an Army with Banners (a Cha- 
racer of the Church of Chriſt which he 1s 
pleas'd to Honour us with.) I am ſorry he 
ſhould be ſo ſoon put into Diſorder, but who 
can help it? For my part, I can't ſec any rea- 
{on he has to diſturb himſelf. © We have (ſaith 
© he) God's Law sand the Laws of the Land, 
« Admirable Shields and Defences, c“. Well 
I hope then, the Reverend Author can be 
under no pain for his Temple of Jeruſalem, 
and that the Church will no more be repreſent- 
ed as in Danger? OY” 
In all Populous Towns and Cities of 
* the Land (it ſeems) Churches and Organs 


- © Increaſe and Flouriſh.”” And I heartily 


wiſh the number of ſincere Chriſtians and 
pure and undefiled Religion may do ſo too- 
To which I have only to add, that where Or- 
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